
 

BATTLE CREEK MAYOR CANDIDATE TINO SMITH (I) 
 
POTENTIAL HITS FROM THE LEFT POTENTIAL HITS FROM THE RIGHT 

●​ SMITH HAS SUPPORTED AND DONATED TO 
REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE 

●​ DONATED $1,000 TO THE REPUBLICAN 
CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY OF STATE 
WHO CLAIMS NONCITIZENS VOTING IS “A 
PROBLEM IN THE SYSTEM” 

●​ HISTORY OF FINANCIAL TROUBLES 
INCLUDING THE RECENT FORECLOSURE 
OF HIS HOME IN WHICH A REPUBLICAN 
STATE SENATOR WHO PLED GUILTY TO 
ASSAULTING A NURSE WAS THE 
MORTGAGEE 

●​ SMITH HAS MADE QUESTIONABLE 
STATEMENTS REGARDING HIS RACIAL 
IDENTITY 

●​ SMITH HAS SUPPORTED AND DONATED TO 
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE 
INCLUDING BARACK OBAMA AND 
HILLARY CLINTON 

●​ SMITH HAS NOT SUPPORTED PRESIDENT 
TRUMP 

Key Findings Include: 

●​ Has Supported Both Democrats And Republicans For Office. Smith has repeatedly 
stated that he did not want to be tied to either political party as he claims his focus is “on 
something far greater.” While he donated to Barack Obama’s 2008 campaign and to 
then-Michigan Senator Debbie Stabenow in 2021 and endorsed Hillary Clinton in 2016, 
his most recent campaign contributions have all been to Republican candidates. In 
September of 2020, Smith said he was still undecided on whether he would support 
President Trump. 

●​ Donated $1,000 To The Republican Candidate For Secretary Of State Who Claims 
Noncitizens Voting Is “A Problem In The System.” In July 2026, Smith donated 
$1,000 to Anothony Forlini, the Republican candidate for secretary of state. Forlini has 
said noncitizen voting was the result of ‘a problem in the system.’ Forlini has also falsely 
accused a citizen of being a noncitizen and illegally voting. 

●​ Has Had A Series Of Financial Troubles Including An August 2026 Foreclosure On 
His Home And An Earlier Chapter 7 Bankruptcy. Over the past three decades, Smith 
had more than a dozen judgements and liens against him including chapter 7 bankruptcy. 
Notably, Smith faced an August 2026 foreclosure on his home. While the foreclosure was 
adjudicated, Smith’s mortgagee was Republican State Senator John Bizon. In February 
2022, Bizon pled guilty to misdemeanor assault and battery charge against a nurse. 

●​ Had Made Questionable Statements Regarding His Racial Identity. Smith has 
described himself as a “non-colored guy” and reportedly as a religious man who happens 
to be Black. Smith said that he has received pushback and said, “my peers say that I 
forget where I came from.” 



 

Jurisdiction Summary 

Battle Creek is located in southwest Michigan. The City Commission is a nonpartisan body. In 
2024, Trump won Calhoun County with 57.11% of the vote to Harris’s 48.89%, a difference of 
9,618 votes but Harris won Battle Creek 54%-46%. Battle Creek has a population of 52,731. 
 
The mayor serves a two year term with elections held during midterm elections. Battle Creek 
only began directly electing its mayor in 2020. Incumbent Mayor Mark Behnke (R) ran 
unopposed in 2024 but did not garner more than 50% of the vote in either 2020 or 2022. 

BACKGROUND 

PERSONAL LIFE  
 
Tino Smith is a 59-year-old independent candidate for the 2026 election to become Mayor of 
Battle Creek, Michigan. 
 
Smith Moved Back To Battle Creek In 2017. “Bishop Tino Smith had no plans to do much 
more than ‘chill’ with his wife and spend time with his mother when he moved back to Battle 
Creek in 2017. Smith had retired from a job with FedEx in Memphis, Tenn., and the church 
ministry in Terre Haute, Ind., that took him south in 1990. But when he came back to his 
hometown after the death of his father he saw that not a lot had changed in Battle Creek and 
there were many needs not being met.” [Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 
 
PROFESSIONAL, CIVIC, & PUBLIC SECTOR BACKGROUND 
 
According To Smith’s LinkedIn, He Highlighted His More Than 40 Years In Ministry As 
His Role As CEO Of Kingdom Builders Worldwide, A Religious Organization. “I am Dr. 
Tino Smith, a visionary leader, entrepreneur, Kingdom ambassador, and CEO of Kingdom 
Builders Worldwide—a global movement dedicated to building Heaven’s infrastructure on Earth. 
With over 40 years of ministry experience and a proven track record in business leadership, my 
life’s mission is to empower individuals, businesses, and communities to manifest Kingdom 
principles in every aspect of life—economy, leadership, education, and entrepreneurship.” 
[LinkedIn, accessed 8/20/26] 
 

●​ Smith Described Kingdom Builders Worldwide As “Not Just A Church” But Also 
Focused On “Economic Empowerment” Including Its 16 Acre Campus In Battle 
Creek. “At Kingdom Builders Worldwide, we are not just a church—we are a Kingdom 
embassy. We teach people how to partner with God, applying practical strategies that 
align faith, works, and economic empowerment to produce accurate results.” [LinkedIn, 
accessed 8/20/26] 

 

https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-tino-smith-a20600b5/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-tino-smith-a20600b5/


 

Smith’s Church Operated A 16-Acre Campus In Battle Creek. “Our 16-acre campus in 
Battle Creek serves as a hub for training, development, and innovation, offering programs in 
transportation, leadership development, financial literacy, and more.” [LinkedIn, accessed 
8/20/26] 
 
Smith Founded Several Companies Related To Kingdom Builders. “In addition to leading 
Kingdom Builders, I founded several businesses, including Kingdom Carriers, Kingdom Driving 
School, and Kingdom Budget Strategy Consulting. These ventures are income-generating and 
mission-driven—designed to solve real problems, create jobs, and fund Kingdom work.” 
[LinkedIn, accessed 8/20/26] 
 

●​ Smith Operated Some Of His Businesses From His Church Campus. “Because 
Smith’s church and the businesses operating out of it are deemed essential, he did not 
have to close down under state-mandated physical distancing orders. Smith says he 
follows CDC guidelines and by keeping his rates low he is doing the best he can to serve 
future drivers whose families don’t have a lot of extra money to spend on driver’s ed.” 
[Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 

 
As Of 2020, Smith Had A Contract With The State Of Michigan To Transport Foster 
Children And A Contract With Area Hospitals To Transport Patients. “Smith also has 
contracts with the State of Michigan to transport foster children and another contract with area 
hospitals to transport patients.” [Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 
 
As Of 2020, Smith Ran A Driver’s Ed School. “The driver’s ed program, which is licensed by 
the state, began after a conversation he had with a young woman who told him that her foster 
parents wouldn’t let her take driver’s ed classes. ‘I called the state of Michigan and said ‘I want 
to know what I have to do to start a driver’s ed school,’’ Smith said. ‘I had to do a nine-month 
course and drove to Muskegon two days a week to do that.’ The majority of his driver’s ed 
students are from Battle Creek, Harper Creek, Lakeview, and Hastings. Very few are from the 
Post Addition.” [Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 
 
Smith Called The “Kingdom Of God” A “Government With Economic Power” And Sought 
To “Unlock Heaven’s Gross Domestic Production On Earth.” “My message is clear: The 
Kingdom of God is not just a spiritual concept—it’s a government with economic power, 
leadership structure, and a divine blueprint for earthly impact. Whether speaking, teaching, 
writing, or consulting, I always focus on helping individuals and organizations co-labor with 
God to unlock Heaven’s Gross Domestic Production (GDP) on Earth.” [LinkedIn, accessed 
8/20/26] 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-tino-smith-a20600b5/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-tino-smith-a20600b5/
https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-tino-smith-a20600b5/


 

Smith Worked In Church Ministry In Indiana. “Bishop Tino Smith had no plans to do much 
more than ‘chill’ with his wife and spend time with his mother when he moved back to Battle 
Creek in 2017. Smith had retired from a job with FedEx in Memphis, Tenn., and the church 
ministry in Terre Haute, Ind., that took him south in 1990. But when he came back to his 
hometown after the death of his father he saw that not a lot had changed in Battle Creek and 
there were many needs not being met.” [Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 
 
From 2009 To 2016, Smith Worked At FedEx As A Manager. [LinkedIn, accessed 8/20/26] 
 
INTEGRITY & ACCOUNTABILITY 
No findings of note. 
 
CAMPAIGN BACKGROUND  
 
Smith Previously Served As A Calhoun County Commissioner In The Late 1980s. “Long 
before Kingdom Builders came into being, Smith was working for positive change in the 
community. Before he moved south, he served as a Calhoun County Commissioner in the late 
1980’s and worked for Washington Heights Community Ministry where he wrote grants and 
created job development opportunities under the leadership of Rev Clifton V. Bullock. He is a 
lifelong member of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People).” [Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 
 
IDEOLOGY & POLITICS 
 
Smith Said He “Practices Some Of The Similar Values That Keep Family Structures 
Strong” As Conservatives. “Economic independence is important for Bishop Tino Smith, who 
runs Kingdom Builders Worldwide ministries in Battle Creek. Smith identifies as an Independent 
but said he often supports conservative Republican politicians because he agrees with their 
policies. ‘I don't agree with the conservative of keeping things the way they were, because we've 
got to change. New times,’ Smith said. ‘So, when you ask me, am I a conservative? I am a 
person that practices some of the similar values that keep family structures strong.’” [Battle 
Creek Enquirer, 9/4/20] 
 
September 2020: Smith Said He Was Undecided On Supporting President Trump In The 
2020 Election. “Looking ahead to the November presidential election, Smith said he's still 
undecided. He said he's not necessarily fond of Trump, but that's not what matters. ‘We really 
value the policies and not the emotion. Donald Trump is not my pastor. So whatever he's doing, 
he's doing it,’ Smith said. ‘His policies are going to be when he's gone.’” [Battle Creek Enquirer, 
9/4/20] 
 

https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-tino-smith-a20600b5/
https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/story/news/2020/09/04/what-does-mean-black-republican/5691499002/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z116129e003000v116129d--61--b--61--&gca-ft=142&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/story/news/2020/09/04/what-does-mean-black-republican/5691499002/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z116129e003000v116129d--61--b--61--&gca-ft=142&gca-ds=sophi


 

Smith: “My Point Is This: I Don't Care About Political Affiliation Either Way. My Focus Is 
On Something Far Greater.” “As a man of faith and a Kingdom-minded individual, I have 
been blessed with a diverse circle of Christian friends. Some are white and happen to be 
Republicans, others are black and happen to be Democrats. I also have white Christian friends 
who are Democrats and black Christian friends who are Republicans. My point is this: I don't 
care about political affiliation either way. My focus is on something far greater.” [Facebook, Tino 
Smith PhD, 8/31/24] 
 
Smith Was The Head Of Quid Pro Quo PAC. “When he returned to Battle Creek he started a 
PAC (Political Action Committee) called Quid Pro Quo and is that organization’s CEO. ‘You 
can’t really be involved with one political party, we’re going to have to listen and learn,’ he says. 
‘I began to see, living in this day and time, that you can’t be driven one way. I’ve been meeting 
with Tea Party members and Republicans, people nothing like me, and I’ve sought common 
ground.’” [Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 
 

●​ In The 2018 Cycle, Smith’s PAC Endorsed Four Republicans And Three Democrats. 
“Smith says there are candidates in several races on both sides of the aisle who he 
believes care enough about the concerns of Battle Creek to earn his vote. Smith has 
created a PAC, or political action committee, named Quid Pro Quo. He says if a 
candidate is willing to work with his community, then they have his support, no matter 
the party they represent. His PAC has so far endorsed four Republicans, including James, 
and three Democrats.” [WWMT, 11/5/18] 

 
Smith: “You Can’t Really Be Involved With One Political Party, We’re Going To Have To 
Listen And Learn.” “When he returned to Battle Creek he started a PAC (Political Action 
Committee) called Quid Pro Quo and is that organization’s CEO. ‘You can’t really be involved 
with one political party, we’re going to have to listen and learn,’ he says. ‘I began to see, living 
in this day and time, that you can’t be driven one way. I’ve been meeting with Tea Party 
members and Republicans, people nothing like me, and I’ve sought common ground.’” [Second 
Wave Media, 12/17/20] 
 
Smith Posted That Hatred Toward Harris Or Trump Was “Not In Line With The 
Principles Found In The Word Of God.” “This growing hatred toward Kamala Harris, Donald 
Trump, or any other candidate is not in line with the principles found in the Word of God. We 
can agree to disagree, but when we resort to disrespect, name-calling, and making fun of others, 
we stray from our calling as children of God.” [Facebook, Tino Smith PhD, 8/31/24] 
 
AFFILIATION WITH POLITICAL FIGURES/ORGANIZATIONS: 
 
Smith Was Friends With Battle Creek Mayor Mark Behnke On Facebook. [Facebook, Tino 
Smith PhD, accessed 8/24/26] 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18nVDCZSuH/
https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://wwmt.com/news/local/james-r-and-stabenow-d-campaign-in-west-michigan
https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18nVDCZSuH/
https://www.facebook.com/tino.smithphd


 

 
PARTISAN POSTS 
 
Smith Called Republican Candidate For Virginia’s 7th Congressional District Terris Todd 
His “Spiritual Nephew” And Supported His Campaign. “I am proud to share that my spiritual 
nephew, Terris Eugene Todd, who hails from Orchard Park and was raised right here in Battle 
Creek, has achieved major accomplishments and is now stepping out in faith with his own 
conviction. He is running in the Republican primary for U.S. House Virginia District 7 on June 
18, 2024. Many of us may not be able to vote for him, but it's never too late to support his 
campaign. His primary is in just three days, and he needs our help. Let's show our hometown 
support from Battle Creek! Please visit [his site](https://www.terristodd4congress.com/) and 
donate anything you can to support his journey. Let's rally behind Terris and show him our 
support!” [Facebook, Tino Smith PhD, 6/15/24] 
 
CAMPAIGN INFRASTRUCTURE 
No findings of note. 
 
ENDORSEMENTS 
 
Smith Had No Endorsements On His Website. [ElectTinoSmith.com, accessed 8/24/26] 
 
2018: Smith Endorsed Republican Candidate John James Over Democratic Senator 
Debbie Stabenow. “Bishop Tino Smith of Kingdom Builders Worldwide in Battle Creek is 
encouraging people there to look past the party and instead look at the person to see if they 
deserve their vote. ‘Don't just push one side,’ he said. ‘Look at the names.’ Smith says between 
Stabenow and James, one campaign stood out in how receptive they were to hearing from his 
church and the black community in Battle Creek. Smith is endorsing James, and raising support 
for the GOP candidate from the city's black community, which historically has voted blue.” 
[WWMT, 11/5/18] 
 
2016: Smith Endorsed Hillary Clinton For President. “I understand that as a Spiritual advisor 
I am to remain neutral and non-partisan. However, this presidential election is crucial and if this 
acknowledgment will help one potential voter, then it's worth it.  I endorse Hillary Clinton for 
President of the U.S.A. I am not requesting or suggesting that you should agree with my 
presidential candidate selection. I am just begging that you to use your most precious and most 
sacred right. Use the right in which our predecessors marched for, were beaten for, and died for.” 
[Facebook, Tino Smith PhD, 10/24/16] 
 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
No findings of note. 
 
PERSONAL POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
According to the Michigan Secretary of State, Smith has given $2,700.00 to state-level political 
candidates. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1FSrawMmrP/
https://electtinosmith.com/view-endorsements
https://wwmt.com/news/local/james-r-and-stabenow-d-campaign-in-west-michigan
https://www.facebook.com/tino.smithphd/posts/fb-friendsmany-of-us-were-children-during-those-nonviolent-sit-in-in-60s-one-of-/10206965815773732/


 

Smith Political Giving History - State 
Contributor name Recipient Receipt date Amount 

Smith, Tino 
114 CASTLE RIDGE 
DRIVE 
BATTLE CREEK, MI 
49015 
RETIRED 

CTE Anthony G Forlini 
0611210-Candidate 

07/16/2026 $1,000.00 

SMITH, TINO 
114 CASTLERIDGE DR 
BATTLE CREEK, MI 
490150000 
SENIOR PASTOR 

COMMITTEE TO ELECT 
STEVE FRISBIE FOR 
STATE HOUSE 
521212-Candidate 

09/07/2024 $1,000.00 

SMITH JR., TINO 
181 APPLE BLOSSOM 
DR 
BATTLE CREEK, MI 
490150000 
RETIRED 

JUDGE RAY VOET FOR 
COURT OF APPEALS 
520129-Candidate 

10/21/2022 $200.00 

SMITH JR., TINO 
181 APPLE BLOSSOM 
DR 
BATTLE CREEK, MI 
490150000 
RETIRED 

JUDGE RAY VOET FOR 
COURT OF APPEALS 
520129-Candidate 

10/21/2022 $200.00 

SMITH, TINO 
181 APPLE BLOSSOM 
LN 
BATTLE CREEK, MI 
490150000 
BISHOP 

DAVID MORGAN 
514477-Candidate 

10/06/2022 $300.00 

Total: $2,700.00 

[Michigan Secretary of State, accessed 8/25/26] 
 

●​ June 2026: Forlini Was The Republican Nominee For Secretary Of State Who 
Called Noncitizen Voting “A Problem In The System.” “Forlini — who is also 
Republicans’ candidate for secretary of state this fall — has repeatedly called attention to 
noncitizen voting and said it is the result of ‘a problem in the system.’” [Michigan 
Advance, 6/6/26] 

 
●​ January 2026: Forlini’s Office Falsely Claimed A U.S. Was A Noncitizen Who 

Illegally Voted. “He dove headlong into the issue in January, when his staff compared a 
list of people who had claimed to be noncitizens to get out of jury duty to a list of 
registered voters. They found three people who both had claimed a lack of citizenship 
and who had a history of voting. Later that month, Democratic Secretary of State Jocelyn 

https://mi-boe.entellitrak.com/etk-mi-boe-prod/page.request.do?page=page.miboeContributionPublicSearch
https://michiganadvance.com/2026/06/06/federal-government-investigating-potential-noncitizen-voters-in-macomb-county/


 

Benson announced that of those three people, one was a citizen, one was a noncitizen 
who had last voted in 2018 before their registration was canceled in 2022, and one was 
still under review.” [Michigan Advance, 6/6/26] 

 
According to an FEC individual contribution search, Smith has given $4,882.04 to federal 
political candidates. 
 

Smith Political Giving History - Federal 
Contributor name Recipient Employer Receipt date Amount 

SMITH, DR TINO TERRIS TODD FOR 
CONGRESS 

RETIRED 6/8/2024 $1,041.02 

SMITH, DR TINO TERRIS TODD FOR 
CONGRESS 

RETIRED 6/8/2024 $1,041.02 

SMITH, DR TINO TERRIS TODD FOR 
CONGRESS 

RETIRED 4/12/2024 $1,000.00 

SMITH, TINO W 
SR. 

WALBERG FOR 
CONGRESS 

KINGDOM 
BUILDERS 
WORLDWIDE 

10/24/2022 $250.00 

SMITH, TINO W. 
SR. 

HUIZENGA FOR 
CONGRESS 

 10/13/2022 $1,000.00 

SMITH, DR TINO ACTBLUE 
(EARMARKED 
FOR STABENOW 
FOR US SENATE) 

KINGDOM 
BUILDERS 
WORLDWIDE 

10/1/2021 $100.00 

SMITH, DR TINO ACTBLUE 
(EARMARKED 
FOR DEBBIE 
DINGELL FOR 
CONGRESS) 

KINGDOM 
BUILDERS 
WORLDWIDE 

10/1/2021 $100.00 

SMITH, DR TINO WINRED 
(EARMARKED 
FOR PETER 
MEIJER FOR 
CONGRESS) 

KINGDOM 
BUILDERS 
WORLWIDE 

10/1/2021 $100.00 

SMITH, TINO OBAMA FOR 
AMERICA 

BRENO 
ENTERPRISES 

11/2/2008 $100.00 

SMITH, TINO OBAMA FOR 
AMERICA 

BRENO 
ENTERPRISE 

3/31/2008 $100.00 

SMITH, TINO OBAMA FOR 
AMERICA 

BRENO 
ENTERPRISE 

3/4/2008 $50.00 

Total: $4,882.04 

[FEC, individual contribution search, accessed 8/21/26] 

https://michiganadvance.com/2026/06/06/federal-government-investigating-potential-noncitizen-voters-in-macomb-county/
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/individual-contributions/?contributor_name=Tino+Smith&contributor_zip=46032&contributor_zip=46060&contributor_zip=46074&contributor_zip=46205&contributor_zip=47802&contributor_zip=49015&contributor_zip=49017&contributor_zip=49037


 

ISSUES 

Taxes / Controversial Budget Cuts 

2020: Smith Said He Favors Tax Cuts. “The values that keep families strong are those that 
allow people to have an opportunity to be successful, Smith said. He's in favor of tax cuts, 
policies that protect generational wealth, and he supports the idea that individuals should be able 
to decide what's best for them and their families without government involvement.” [Battle 
Creek Enquirer, 9/4/20] 

Good Government/Ethics  

No findings of note. 

Public Safety 

No findings of note. 

Healthcare 

No findings of note. 

Economic development 

Smith Said His Priorities Were To “Attract Investment, Retain And Grow Existing 
Businesses, Create Good-Paying Jobs, Develop Our Workforce.” “My priorities are 
straightforward: attract investment, retain and grow existing businesses, create good-paying jobs, 
develop our workforce, and make Battle Creek a place where families want to stay and build 
their future. Economic development should ultimately improve the lives of the people who call 
Battle Creek home.” [ElectTinoSmith.com, accessed 8/24/26] 

Housing & Development (affordable housing, zoning, data centers) 

No findings of note. 

Environment / Land Management  

No findings of note. 

Infrastructure (roads, parks, water and utilities, bike paths)  

No findings of note. 

Education  

No findings of note. 

https://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/story/news/2020/09/04/what-does-mean-black-republican/5691499002/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z116129e003000v116129d--61--b--61--&gca-ft=142&gca-ds=sophi
https://electtinosmith.com/issues/economic-growth-good-paying-jobs


 

Elections/Voting Access 

No findings of note. 

Affordability / Cost of Living  

No findings of note. 

Ideology, Rhetoric & Extremism Signals 

Smith Described Himself As A “Non-Colored Guy.” “Smith says he’s reached a point in his 
life and his ministry where he’s focusing on the process of unifying a common mission. To do 
this, he says he’s got to be involved in the political, financial, and spiritual aspects of a person. 
He says he sees himself as a “non-colored guy” trying to help whoever wants to be helped.” 
[Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 
 

●​ Smith Reportedly Described Himself As A Religious Man Who Happens To Be 
Black, Which Smith Said He Had Received Pushback For. “‘I wanted to make a 
difference and be more inclusive as it relates to race,’ Smith says. This is why he 
intentionally refers to himself as a Kingdom Man who happens to be Black. For this, he 
says he has gotten plenty of pushback from African Americans in the community. ‘My 
peers say that I forget where I came from,’ Smith says.” [Second Wave Media, 12/17/20] 

Social Media Links:  

include links to social media profiles, but be sure to include any relevant information found in 
the profiles in other sections.  

1.​ Campaign Website 
2.​ LinkedIn 
3.​ Personal Facebook 
4.​ 2nd Facebook Account 
5.​ Nonprofit Facebook 

PUBLIC RECORDS 

As Of August 2026, Smith Does Not Have Any Criminal Or Traffic Violations. [Criminal 
Records Search, accessed 8/21/26] 
 
August 2026: Smith’s Battle Creek Residence Was Scheduled For A Sheriff’s Mortgage 
Foreclosure Sale For A Debt Exceeding $1 Million. 

https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://secondwavemedia.com/With-Kingdom-Builders-Bishop-Tino-Smith-finds-ways-to-bring-about-the-changes-the-commu-121720/
https://electtinosmith.com/
http://linkedin.com/in/dr-tino-smith-a20600b5
https://www.facebook.com/tino.smithphd
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100005351624791
https://www.facebook.com/DrTinoS/


 

 
[Calhoun County, accessed 8/25/26, archived 8/25/26] 

 
●​ The Sale Was Adjourned And The County Record Does Not Indicate That The 

Property Was Sold. [Calhoun County, accessed 8/25/26, archived 8/25/26] 
 

●​ John Bizon Was The Mortgagee Of The Home. [Calhoun County, accessed 8/25/26, 
archived 8/25/26] 

 
○​ February 2022: Bizon Pled Guilty To A Misdemeanor Assault And Battery 

Charge For Assaulting A Nurse. “State Sen. John Bizon (R-Battle Creek), 
facing a misdemeanor assault and battery charge stemming from a medical visit in 
August, entered a guilty plea Thursday in Calhoun County. [...] On Aug. 14, 
Bizon was ill with COVID-19 and visited the Oaklawn Medical Group to seek 
treatment. He and a female nurse practitioner were discussing medications when 
Bizon allegedly “‘intentionally grabbed her with his right arm/hand, by her waist, 
pulled her into his body, squeezed her hip with his right hand, and told her he is 
an otolaryngologist,”’ according to the police report. Afterward, Bizon grew 
‘visibly angry’ when the nurse declined to order a specific medication for him. 
The medication he sought was reportedly not meant to treat his diagnosis. Bizon 
also allegedly grabbed a medical assistant’s arm and told her, ‘my blood pressure 
is up’ because she was in the room.” [Michigan Advance, 2/18/22] 

 
As of August 2026, Smith is associated with the following bankruptcy, judgments, or liens: 

https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/sheriffs_office/mortgage_foreclosure_sales.php
https://web.archive.org/web/20260825182538/https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/sheriffs_office/mortgage_foreclosure_sales.php
https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/sheriffs_office/mortgage_foreclosure_sales.php
https://web.archive.org/web/20260825182538/https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/sheriffs_office/mortgage_foreclosure_sales.php
https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/sheriffs_office/mortgage_foreclosure_sales.php
https://web.archive.org/web/20260825182538/https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/sheriffs_office/mortgage_foreclosure_sales.php
https://michiganadvance.com/2022/02/18/sen-bizon-pleads-guilty-to-assaulting-nurse-practitioner/


 

Smith’s Bankruptcy, Judgements, or Liens 
Case # Filing Date Debtor Creditor/​

Secured 
Party 

Type Jurisdiction Amount 

2302313LT 03/06/23 Smith, Tino Farhad Syed Civil New 
Filing; 
Landlord/Tena
nt Dispute 
Records 

Michigan  

29C011408CC
8435 

10/21/14 Smith, Tino Midland 
Funding LLC 

Civil Judgment 
Release 

Indiana $930.00 

29D061106SC
006373 

08/17/11 Smith, Tino Isidro Guel Small Claims 
Judgment 
Release 

Indiana $6,089.00 

29D060903SC
000179 

05/18/09 West Smith, 
Tino 

Walter Bopp Small Claims 
Judgment 

Indiana $525.00 

84D040501CC
00463 

04/25/05 Smith, Tino W Asset 
Acceptance 
LLC 

Civil Judgment Indiana $3,390.00 

84D019908CP
01275 

08/10/04 Smith, Tino W Doris J 
Meehan 

Civil Judgment Indiana $128,195.00 

84D040404SC
3560 

07/28/04 Smith, Tino Vigo County 
School Corp 

Small Claims 
Judgment 
Release 

Indiana $501.00 

0381730 9/15/03 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

 Chapter 7 Indiana 
Southern - 
Terre Haute 

  

84D010212M
F9776 

06/30/03 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

Deutsche Bank 
National Trust 

Foreclosure 
(Judgment) 

Indiana $227,049.00 

84D020304CC
2629 

04/15/03 Smith, Tino 
W; Breno 
Supplies 

State Of 
Indiana 

Civil New 
Filing 

Indiana  

84D040211CC
9045 

03/13/03 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

Ford Motor 
Credit 
Company 

Civil Judgment Indiana $641.00 

84D050210CC
8405 

10/29/02 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

Ford Motor 
Credit 
Company 

Civil Judgment Indiana $7,065.00 

03985405 07/03/02 Smith,Tino W State Of 
Indiana 

State Tax 
Warrant 
Release 

Indiana $1,514.00 

84D050205PL
3464 

05/10/02 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

Old National 
Bank 

Civil Judgment Indiana $11,500.00 

0080540 5/3/00 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

 Chapter 13 Indiana 
Southern - 
Terre Haute 

 

84D039905CP
887 

04/05/00 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

Merchants 
Bank Of Terre 
Haute 

Foreclosure 
(Judgment) 

Indiana $107,469.00 



 

84E059808CP
4246 

10/20/98 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

Professional 
Accounts 

Civil Judgment Indiana $7,423.00 

84D019607CP
1186 

10/15/96 Smith, Tino 
W; Smith, 
Nicole A 

Professional 
Accounts 
Services 

Civil Judgment 
Release 

Indiana $6,863.00 

[Bankruptcy, Judgments, & Liens Search, accessed 8/21/26] 
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